Onside
PERSON SPECIFICATION
Counsellor / Psychotherapist
1.0 Experience

	
	
	Essential
	Desirable

	1.1
	A minimum of three years experience of supervised individual counselling/psychotherapy work, including at least one year working with children and young people in various settings
	*
	

	1.2
	Experience of dealing with complex confidentiality and risk assessment issues
	*
	

	1.3
	Experience of carrying out therapeutic assessments
	*
	


2.0
Skills & Abilities

	
	
	Essential
	Desirable

	2.1
	Ability to relate well to a range of young people
	*
	

	2.2
	Ability to use different therapeutic approaches, including short term models, e.g. CBT, SFBT
	
	*

	2.3
	Ability to relate well and build effective referral links with a range of professionals from other agencies
	*
	

	2.4
	A strong commitment to anti-discriminatory practice and the ability to implement the Service’s equal opportunities policy
	*
	

	2.5
	Ability to work on own initiative; plan and prioritise a complex and demanding workload
	*
	

	2.6
	A good standard of written English and the ability to write clear records and reports
	*
	

	2.7
	Computer literate and competent in word processing
	*
	

	2.8
	Ability to demonstrate commitment to Continuing Professional Development
	*
	

	2.9
	Ability to work well within a therapeutic team and to be able to consult readily within and outside Onside
	*
	


3.0
Education and Training

	
	
	Essential
	Desirable

	3.1
	Recognised Diploma in counselling/psychotherapy, or equivalent qualification
	*
	

	3.2
	Accredited/Registered with a relevant professional organisation (e.g. BACP, UKCP)
	*
	


4.0
Knowledge

	
	
	Essential
	Desirable

	4.1
	Knowledge of child protection issues and working within a multi-agency context
	*
	

	4.2
	Knowledge of the developmental processes involved in children & young people and the factors which affect emotional well-being and social development
	*
	


5.0
General

	
	
	Essential
	Desirable

	5.1
	A commitment to the Aims and Purposes of Onside
	*
	

	5.2
	Have an appropriate level of sickness absence
	*
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